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Women entrepreneur needs 

Inspiration : Benefit from sharing success with other women 
entrepreneurs

Access to resources: Learn more about relevant resources 
and available support options

Financing: Access to financing

Development: Knowledge and access to resources/initiatives 
that allow women to develop the necessary business skills to 
succeed

Network of contacts, partners and mentors: Connect with key 
players and a community of industry experts

Growth stage of businesses targeted by 
partners

Start-ups: Businesses in the early stages of development

Expansion: Businesses looking to grow or scale up

Reaching new markets: Businesses expanding in Canada or 
in international markets

BDC is proud to provide you the 
Resource Guide
for women entrepreneurs in 
Quebec*.
This guide identifies the various initiatives of BDC 
partner organizations that can help women 
entrepreneurs grow their businesses. The 
initiatives are presented according to their needs 
and stage of development.

* This document is based on information provided by various BDC partners. Some initiatives may have 
evolved or changed since the publication of this document.
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Programs and initiatives
Targeted 
revenues

Women entrepreneur needs Growth stage of businesses

Inspiration
Access to 
resources

Financing Development

Network of 
contacts, 

partners and 
mentors

Start-ups Expansion
Reaching new 

markets

Business Development Bank of Canada (BDC)

Financing, advice, tools and content All revenues        

Supplier Diversity All revenues      

Thrive Venture Fund and Lab for Women All revenues        

Caisse de dépôt et placement du Québec (CDPQ) 

Cheffes de file $5M to $20M      

Canada Economic Development for Quebec Regions Not specified     

Canadian Intellectual Property Office

IP awareness and education program      

Chamber of Commerce of Metropolitan Montreal – CCMM / info 

entrepreneurs
Not specified      

City of Montreal    

École d'Entrepreneurship de Beauce Not specified      

Ernst & Young (EY)

Entrepreneurial Winning WomenTM $2M to $30M       

https://www.bdc.ca/en
https://www.bdc.ca/en/i-am/woman-entrepreneur
https://www.bdc.ca/en/i-am/supplier
https://www.bdc.ca/en/bdc-capital/venture-capital/funds/thrive-platform
https://www.cdpq.com/en
https://www.cdpq.com/en/cheffesdefile
https://ced.canada.ca/en/ced-home/?_ga=2.251586758.134676692.1685999669-2114898976.1652190569&_gl=1*xmbtwf*_ga*MjExNDg5ODk3Ni4xNjUyMTkwNTY5*_ga_Q2F69KPVZ5*MTY4NTk5OTY2OS4xLjEuMTY4NTk5OTg3NC4wLjAuMA..
https://ised-isde.canada.ca/site/canadian-intellectual-property-office/en
https://ised-isde.canada.ca/site/canadian-intellectual-property-office/en/cipos-ip-awareness-and-education-program
https://www.ccmm.ca/en/
https://montreal.ca/en/
https://eebeauce.com/
https://www.ey.com/en_ca/entrepreneurial-winning-women-north-america
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Programs and initiatives
Targeted 
revenues

Women entrepreneur needs Growth stage of businesses

Inspiration
Access to 
resources

Financing Development

Network of 
contacts, 

partners and 
mentors

Start-ups Expansion
Reaching new 

markets

Export Development Canada

EDC Women in Trade
$100,000 and 

over        

Evol

CoDevelopment Cohorts No special 
conditions

   

Consulting Brigade $50,000 to 
$200,000    

Reception, information and support for business start-up No special 
conditions

 

Supported Funding
No special 
conditions

   

Farm Credit Canada (FCC)

Women Entrepreneur Program All revenues        

Fonds de solidaritéFTQ Not specified    

Futurpreneur Canada 

Start-up Program Not specified      

Global Affairs Canada (GAC)

Business Women in International Trade (BWIT) All revenues     

https://www.edc.ca/
https://www.edc.ca/women-in-trade
https://www.evol.ca/en/
https://www.fcc-fac.ca/en.html
https://www.fcc-fac.ca/en/financing/agriculture/women-entrepreneur-program.html
https://www.fondsftq.com/en/
https://www.futurpreneur.ca/en/
https://www.international.gc.ca/global-affairs-affaires-mondiales/home-accueil.aspx?lang=eng
https://www.tradecommissioner.gc.ca/businesswomen-femmesdaffaires/index.aspx?lang=eng
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Programs and initiatives
Targeted 
revenues

Women entrepreneur needs Growth stage of businesses

Inspiration
Access to 
resources

Financing Development

Network of 
contacts, 

partners and 
mentors

Start-ups Expansion
Reaching new 

markets

CanExport SMEs

Declare between 
$100K and 

$100M in annual 
revenue in 

Canada during 
the last 12 

months

  

Trade Commissioner Service (TCS) All revenues       

Innovation Canada Not specified     

La Ruche

Enabling local ideators
Not specified    

Manufacturiers & Exportateurs du Québec (MEQ) 
Not specified

   

Montréal International Not specified     

OSEntreprendre

OSEntreprendre Challenge, Business Creation and Successful Business Inc. 

sections
$0 to $50,000       

Public Services and Procurement Canada (PSPC) - Office of Small and 

Medium Entreprises (OSME)
Not specified

   

Réseau des Femmes d’affaires du Québec (RFAQ) 

Business development through major companies Not specified       

https://www.tradecommissioner.gc.ca/funding-financement/canexport/sme-pme/index.aspx?lang=eng
https://www.tradecommissioner.gc.ca/
https://innovation.canada.ca/s/?language=en_CA
https://laruchequebec.com/en
https://cme-mec.ca/?locationreferrer=true
https://www.montrealinternational.com/en/
https://www.osentreprendre.quebec/en/
https://buyandsell.gc.ca/procurement-support-for-businesses
https://www.rfaq.ca/
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Programs and initiatives
Targeted 
revenues

Women entrepreneur needs Growth stage of businesses

Inspiration
Access to 
resources

Financing Development

Network of 
contacts, 

partners and 
mentors

Start-ups Expansion
Reaching new 

markets

Certification of women-owned business. Not specified      

Mutual aid units Not specified       

Networking and training activities Not specified       

Procurement Assistance Canada Not specified       

RFAQ+ platform Not specified       

Trade missions Not specified       

SADC + CAE 

Financial products and support All revenues       

Training, networking and assistance All revenues        

Youth Strategy All revenues        

Sous-traitance industrielle Québec (STIQ) Not specified     

Startup Montréal 

Women Entrepreneurship Program All revenues      

https://www.sadc-cae.ca/en/
https://www.stiq.com/en/
https://startupmontreal.com/en/home/
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Programs and initiatives
Targeted 
revenues

Women entrepreneur needs Growth stage of businesses

Inspiration
Access to 
resources

Financing Development

Network of 
contacts, 

partners and 
mentors

Start-ups Expansion
Reaching new 

markets

WEConnect International 

Certification and Global Market Access $100,000+      

Women Entrepreneurship Knowledge Hub (WEKH) Not specified       

Women Initiative Foundation 

Transatlantic Over $1M     

https://weconnectinternational.org/
https://wekh.ca/
https://women-initiative-foundation.com/en/the-foundation/
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Thank you to our partners for their collaboration in the development of our indispensable guide for women entrepreneurs. 


